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Printing Note: The covers of this issue are printed by regular 
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you a preview of what is to follow in the “Christian Challenge 
Series” of Sunday School literature.—Editor. 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 
WE BELIEVE 

1. In the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 

2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 
Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commaaded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 
— y A] blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the 

oly 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people. 

8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean heart. 

9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saint’s feet. 

13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First. to 
resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 
saints to —_, in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand yea 

14. In the TS podily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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God Has Never Been Late. 
Christ was born, Christ lived, 
and Christ died, not by the years of man 


but according to 
God's 


fulness of time was come, 









Galatians 4:4, “But 
God sent forth his Son. 
VERY IMPOR 
to us is our calendar, 
reckoning the time, da 

of the year. 

So it is with God in His dealing with man. He has His 
own method and time for each dispensation. In time past, 
God chiefly spoke to us by the prophets, but in this day, 
He speaks to us through His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. This is the most glorious time in the history 
of man. 

God in His goodness and mercy has done many things 
for man’s benefit and well-being, but the greatest and 
the most beneficial thing He has done was to send His 
only begotten Son to be the Saviour of all men. In the 
Garden of Eden God had given man a promise of a Re- 
deemer. Later on He confirmed His covenant with man 
through various men of His choice. The hope for a Sav- 
iour was the dominant factor in the lives of men like 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Bible says Abraham saw 
the promise and embraced it. 

No doubt, some said that the Saviour would never come, 
just as some today doubt the second coming of Jesus, but 
in due time the Saviour was born, just as at God’s time 
Jesus will come again for His own. 

We read in Luke 1:26-33, “And in the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the vir- 
gin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, 
and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is 
with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when 
she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in 
her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And 
the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him 
the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” 

Some four thousand years after the promise of the Re- 
deemer was mace in the Garden of Eden, God appeared 
to Mary ana tcld her that she would bear a Son and 


d necessary instrument 
nm orderly method of 
, weeks, and months 
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By A. W. Brummett 


Superintendent, West Indies and Bermuda 


should call His name Jesus and that He would be great 
and be calleci the Son of the Highest. 

We read in the second chapter of Luke that the angels 
appeared unto the shepherds and told them that there 
was born in the city of David a Saviour which was Christ 
the Lord. Tre song of the angels was “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
We who know Him today in the free pardon of our sins 
can also give praise to God for His Son, whom He gave 
to be the Saviour of all men. We are also thankful for 
the peace that comes through Christ. We may be poor in 
this world’s goods at this Christmas time, but if we know 
Christ as our Saviour, then we have wealth far beyond 
the material riches of this world, and it wifi only be a 
period of time until we shall enjoy the riches and glory 
of heaven. Christ came first to His own, the Jews, but, 
thanks be to God, He is the Saviour of all people, and 
God is no respecter of persons. In every nation he that 
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 
The announcement of the birth of Christ was glad tid- 
ings or good news to all men, and it is the best news that 
this world has ever received. If we read the daily papers, 
listen to the radio and current events, we find that most 
of the news is of war, death, sickness, broken homes, dis- 
loyal and unfaithful people and nations, and so forth, but 
the news that a Saviour has come to save all who believe 
on Him and serve Him is the best news that this world 
and man has or ever will receive. 

We are told that there are some 350 tribes in Africa 
that have never heard the name of Jesus, and in South 
America there are 300 tribes that have never heard the 
gospel of Christ; therefore, there is a great challenge to 
every born-agair. Christian to do all he can to help spread 
the gospel. Many of these who have never heard would 
gladly accept Christ if they could just hear of Him and 
how He came to save them. It is the responsibility of the 
Church to preach the gospel to every creature. We be- 
lieve the time left for us to work is short. Jesus said that 
“the night cometh when no man can work.” 

It is said that there are 2,500,000,000 persons upon the 
face of the earth today, and we are told that about 
125,000 persons die every day. This is a great host of peo- 
ple to be ushered into eternity every day to give a solemn 
account to God. Let us work to the extent of our ability, 
energy, and resources to carry this glorious news that a 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Earth’s Sweetest Hymn Was by Angels Sung. 
| yil 
4 


T CHRISTMAS we sing songs of joy and hymns 
A of adoration in memory of the birth of Christ. 

These songs serve their purpose in preparing us 
for a season of gaiety. Yet, there are few hymns of 
Christmas with the true spirit of the One whose birth we 
commemorate. 

This Christmas I want you to hear four hymns which 
are seldom sung. For, although their words have been re- 
corded, their melodies or chants were lost to posterity. 
These glorious preservations from the past are hymns 
from the manger. 

The first is the hymn of the lovely Virgin, which the 
Church has called the Magnificat. Mary had just visited 
Elisabeth and heard the pronouncement “Blessed art 
thou among women.” Presently her soul poured forth into 
a magnificent hymn of praise as she sang 


My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 
the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from 
henceforth ali generations shall call me bles y : 
he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
holy is his name. And his mercy is on themthat fea 
him from generation to generation: He hath shewe 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud” 
in the imagination of their hearts: He hath put down 
the mighty from their seats, and-exalted-them of tow 
degree. He hath filled the hungry with good. things; 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. t 
holpen his servant Israel, in remembranog 
mercy; And he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, a 
to his seed for ever. ec 






























Then we change from the soprano of a maiden to , & 
tenor of a priest to hear our second hymn ftom 4he™ 
manger. It is the prophetic song of Zacharias as he sane 


the Benedictus. 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visit- 
ed and redeemed his people, And hath raised up a 
horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy proph- 
ets, which have been since the world began: To per- 
form the mercy promised to our fathers, and to re- 
member his holy covenant; The oath which he sware 
to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, 
that we being delivered out of the hand of our ene- 
mies might serve him without fear, In holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days of our life. And 
thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the High- 
est: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation un- 
to his people by the remission of their sins, Through 
the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, To give light to them 
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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Zacharias did not mention his own family. He said noth- 
ing of John the Baptist in this song, but rather he 
thanked God for the coming of the long-awaited Redeem- 
er and told of the work of Christ. That is, “To give light 
to them that walk in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

From the enlightening song of Zacharias, we now hear 
the chorus of heaven as the angels from the realms of 
glory sang a welcoming Gloria in Excelsis to the Advent 
of Jesus. Listen! 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. 
A bundle of diety was given official recognition by the 
multitude of the heavenly host. 


THERE IS yet another hymn from the man- 
ger, the song of a man whose days have been far spent 
in earnest expectation of the Messiah. Many days had 


«passed but he did not grow weary, for God had vouch- 


2 he should not see death, before he had seen 
@brist.” Then one day it happened. As Christ 


wish male, a voice from within the old 
rn around and behold Him that is 
f Abraham.” Immediately he took the 

and in the crackled bass of an aged 
S&hilarant outburst of a child, we hear 


Hest thou thy servant depart in peace, 

Wry word: For mine eyes have seen thy 

» Which thou hast prepared before the face 

wae oS iy meople; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel.” 

These ‘hymns reflect the true spirit of Christmas. They 
mirror the meaning and dignity of the voluminous oc- 
casion. How the songs of our Christmas have deterior- 
ated! We cannot imagine the Virgin singing a flitty tune 
in praising God for her Son. Neither can we conceive of 
Zacharias, the angels, or Simeon singing a meaningless 
ditty in setting forth the most beloved event of the ages. 
Their songs represented hymns of worship, not tunes of 
entertainment. 

This season you will give ear to much music. Some of 
it will be reflections of true adoration, even more will 
be, at best, frothy expressions of the season. But as you 
listen, try to hearken to four hymns from the manger. 
Hear the beautiful soprano of the Virgin as she sings an 
aria of adoration; hear the august tenor of a priest as 
Zacharias sings a peer of prophecy; hear the angelic 
chorus of heaven as it sings a choral of concord; and 
hear the bass voice of Simeon as he rings out a solo of 
salvation. Then catch a glimpse of the true expression of 
Christmas—-God incarnate, the Redeemer of the world. 
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By Marcus Hagood 


woman, and between thy seed and her seed.” In 

the midst of cursing man and beast, the Lord 
paused. There was something greater than a curse, more 
enduring than a penalty. It was a promise—the first 
promise of their redemption, of our redemption. “It shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned: for she hath received double for all her sins. 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” 

*. . . to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he 
shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground.” 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.” 

All heaven was silent. A strange event was about to 
take place. Oh, it was no secret; the angels had known 
for thousands of years. But it had never happened before: 
a Babe was to be born. God our Father sat upon His 


Al ND I WILL PUT enmity between thee and the 
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throne in great anxiety. This was His Son, His only be- 
gotten Son. He was placed from the very heart of God 
into the womb of a virgin called Mary. 

Now, God had known His Son from the beginning. In 
heaven, Christ was the Prince and was recognized by all 
as Lord of lords. Angels bowed down and worshiped Him 
there, but it was different now. He would be half God and 
half man, half human and half divine. He had promised 
to be true, but when the promise was made, He had never 
tasted temptations, had never felt pain, had never had a 
heartache. Now He would have passions and aversions 
just as we have. Moreover, He would not receive the hon- 
or He had had in heaven, but rather men would reject 
Him. They would refuse the truth. They would call Him 
an impostor. Yet, the Son of God must not yield. Why? 
He had always hated sin, and surely He would not give 
in, even though surrounded by evil. 

What if, through such close association with the hu- 
man race, He should discover that man was not worth 
redeeming. What if His infinite love should diminish. 
These thoughts raced through the mind of God as He 
anxiously sat on His throne, but soon these fears were 
dissolved, and He looked down, way down, to a tiny little 
stable. 


AT LAST GOD broke the silence by whisper- 
ing to Gabriel, “My Son won’t let us down; I have faith 
in Him. Look! It’s almost time; Mary and Joseph are al- 
ready in the stable. She’s kind of worried; she doesn’t un- 
derstand why He must be born there, and Joseph is con- 
cerned about her.” Then He stopped speaking. All the an- 
gels stood to their feet. God stood up. Every eye in heav- 
en was upon that stable. Then it happened. For a mo- 
ment no one moved a muscle. At the edge of paradise 
there was a sound of the fluttering of wings, and a great 
host of white angels made their way to earth. 

Beneath them we see a few shepherds on a hillside. 
One of them is speaking. 

“Benjamin, dost thou believe there is a God?” 

“T am positive there is a God. He is the God of Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob.” 

“Thinkest thou He watcheth over us?” 

“I am sure He doth. We haven’t lost a sheep all winter. 
I am sure He watcheth over us.” 

“I hope so. But God hath promised so many things that 
He hath not done. Just look; we are here under the Ro- 
man Government, and He promised us a King of our own. 
Even our very churches are corrupted, but I do hope 
there is a God.” 

“Jonathan, our God fulfilleth His promises in His own 
time. Perhaps we shall be privileged to reign with that 
King, or maybe we shall die first. God knoweth best.” 

“What thinkest thou about all these false christs?” 

“They are impostors. God will make known unto us 
His Son.” . 

“But we are poor. Perhaps God would not be mindful 
of us.” 

The sky became a strange glow. Not in the east as a 
sunrise, but all about them there seemed to be a heavenly 
light. The men trembled as an angel appeared unto them. 

“Fear not: for, behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” 

God did not forget His promise. The Son thoroughly 
fulfilled His mission. The candles still burn, the stars still 
shine; and because of Him, we can sing with that great 
host of angels, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 
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She Hymn Ghat Js 
Christmas 


The story of how “Silent Night, Holy Night” came to be called “The perfect Christmas hymn” 


HAT HAS BEEN called the perfect Christmas 

hymn had its beginning high in the snow-clad 

Alps of Austria. In the year 1818, a young 
Austrian priest, Joseph Mohr, and his church organist, 
Franz Gruber, decided that the perfect Christmas hymn 
had not been written. It is not likely that these two young 
men actually set before themselves the task of writing 
a perfect song, but they did agree that an original hymn 
should be written for their worship service during the 
coming Christmas season. 

No effort was made by the two men to produce the 
song until the night before Christmas. While the fallen 
snow deepened its silent, white blanket over the shim- 
mering peaks round about the pleasant Alpine village, 
the young priest, struggling to fit words for an original 
Christmas hymn for the morrow’s services, remained in 
his study. Throughout the village the night was pleas- 
ant and perfect for the season. Occasionally a rap would 
sound on the door of the study and warmly clad friends 
would burst in, rosy-faced and laughing, to invite the 
young priest to go sleighing with them or to come to 
their homes for Christmas Eve re- 
freshments. Joseph Mohr kindly but 
firmly declined all invitations and 
lingered in his study far into the night 
—long after the village became quiet 
and dark, when the only motion in 
the village was the silent snow as it 
continued to lay its lovely embrace 
over all the countryside. 

The silence of the night bore upon 
his mind until at last, with crystal 
clarity, the theme of his song was 
borne in his mind. After this first 
impulse, the hymn flowed easily from 
his pen onto the paper on which he 
wrote. 

Joseph Mohr could hardly wait for 
the morning, and with the first light, 
he rushed to the home of Franz 
Gruber and cried to his friend that 
God had given him words for their 
new Christmas hymn. When Gruber 
read the words, he exclaimed, “Friend 
Mohr, you have found it—the right 
song—God be praised!” Gruber had 
no difficulty at all with the tune, for, 
as he said, “The song sang its own 
tune.” So inspired did the organist 
become by the words his priest had 
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written that his tune perfectly matched the beauty and 
simplicity of the words. So perfectly are the words and 
music matched that it is impossible to think of one with- 
out the other. To read the words is to hum the tune, 
and to hear the tune is to remember the words. 

The villagers were much impressed when the priest 
and organist sang the song for the first time, and they 
agreed that it was the most beautiful Christmas hymn 
they had ever heard. 


ONE WOULD THINK THAT a song so sub- 
lime would immediately become famous, but even Mohr 
and Gruber forgot all about it. Almost a year later, the 
church organ was in need of repair, and when the re- 
pairman finished his work, he called Gruber, the or- 
ganist, and asked him to play something to test the or- 
gan. Gruber looked in his desk for any sheet of music 
and discovered this song which he and Mohr had sung 
the Christmas before. He quickly seated himself at the 
organ and played the beautiful song. The organ re- 
pairman was captivated by it and begged composer 
Gruber for a copy. Thus the world’s perfect Christmas 
song was brought out of its snow-clad 
Alpine home in the hands of the hum- 
ble organ builder. Once the song 
reached the outside world, it spread 
in fame and popularity to every place 
where Christmas is observed. For 
years the song had no name, for Mohr 
and Gruber had not bothered to name 
their hymn, and it was known as “The 
Tyrolese Song,” in honor of the Tyrol, 
from which it had come. The song 
was not printed until twenty-four 
years after it was written, and then it 
had no name. 

Even though the song was first 
written by Mohr in German, it loses 
none of its beauty- when translated 
into English or French or almost any 
other language. The words are simple 
enough to retain their beauty in all 
languages, the melody simple enough 
to be sung by all people. It is with good 
reason that it is called “the perfect 
Christmas song,” for to millions the 
world over, the beautiful hymn not 
only means Christmas, but it is Christ- 
mas. 





By THE EDITOR 


Page 7 




















Page 8 


CHRISTMAS PRAYER 


By Ralph Spaulding Cushman, 1879 


Let not our hearts be busy inns, 
That have no room for Thee, 

But cradles for the living Christ 
And His nativity. 


Still driven by a thousand cares 
The pilgrims come and go; 

The hurried caravans press on; 
The inns are crowded so! 


Here are the rich and busy ones, 
With things that must be sold, 
No room for simple things within 

This hostelry of gold. 


Yet hunger dwells within these walls, 
These shining walls and bright, 
And blindness groping here and there 

Without a ray of light. 


Ob, lest we starve, and lest we die, 
In our stupidity, 

Come, Holy Child, within and share 

Our hospitality. 


Let not our hearts be busy inns, 
That have no room for Thee, 
But cradles for the living Christ 

And His nativity. 











By Houston R. Morehead 


God’s 


» % Poof of God s - and 


Titus 2:11-14, “For the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 


N THIS YEAR OF GRACE, in this season of accus- 
g tomed cheer, God is not asked to lead the armies in 

the field of battle. There is in the temper and the 
conflict of our times some element of restraint which dis- 
suades us from identifying our cause with God’s, and 
from maintaining, in the manner of World War I, that 
our armies are God’s armies. The image of Christ did not 
emerge from the embattled hills, the snows, and the 
smoke over the burning towns of Korea. Our men did not 
imagine that they saw the figure of God, nor even God’s 
people, in the columns of robed refugees who traverse the 
tortured land In the harsh and saddening term of the 
time and place, our men saw gooks. 

Where, then, is God? So writes a prominent journalist 
of our day. This is the question that is asked by a doubt- 
ing world, lost in the maze of fear, greed, bloodshed, and 
destruction. Grace is lost to view while the nations of the 
earth’s supreme business is to produce arms and to 
teach the people war. Where is the answer to all this 
chaos and confusion? 

This quest of the nations, hope of the ages, and desire 
of the soul of man is found manifest in that “babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 
Deity resident in human flesh and blood. The God-given 
word, the redemptive word, the “only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth,” arrived upon this suffering 
and groaning earth with healing balm, grace and mercy 
for all the ills and problems in a suffering world. This 
is the manifest grace of God to a lost world. God’s gra- 
cious gift, His only begotten Son. 

Angels could not restrain their joy; they broke forth 
into singing “Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth 
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Assistant General Overseer 


Gift 


the Hope of Wan Redemption 


good will to men.” The grace of God had appeared—ap- 
peared in a born Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. God’s 
love gift to the world. 

Strange that we should find embodied in a newborn in- 
fant so much sacred prophecy and holy song, so much 
hallowed expectation and precious longing. Deity on a 
mission to redeem a world, all centered and bound up in 
a “babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.” 


FATHOM THE DEPTH, the height, the 
length, the breadth of the grand sweep of redemption. 
Yet, the world knew Him not, and gave to Him no bet- 
ter birthplace than a stable. This is the One of whom it 
is said “bringeth salvation.” Marvelous are the things in- 
cluded in this salvation. The human tongue would fail in 
its endeavor to tell the fullness of it. Condemned men can 
be forgiven and all their guilt and sins be remitted; the 
curse and stain of sin blotted out from the souls of men. 
The ailing earth ultimately to be relieved of the curse; 
the chains of bondage and corruption shall be dissolved; 
the broken link of man’s happy union with God repaired; 
the sting of death removed; the grave emptied and de- 
stroyed forever; the powers of darkness eternally defeat- 
ed; and all the barriers to our immortal regency and glo- 
ry forever swept away. All this promised potentially in 
the Christ of Bethlehem. For in Him came “the grace of 
God,” bringing salvation. 

This gracious gift of God calls for a response on the 
part of the recipient. We need to meditate upon Him and 
His wondrous love, committing ourselves unreservedly in- 
to His service. Such grace and love demands a grateful, 
humble surrender unto the will and purpose of Christ and 
the Lord who “gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealcus of good works.” Therefore in the words 
of the apostle Paul, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: 


(Continued on page 18) 
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JUDEAN HILLS ARE HOLY 


By William L. Stidger, 1885 


Judean bills are holy, 
Judean fields are fair, 

For one can find the footprints 
Of Jesus everywhere. 


One finds them in the twilight 
Beneath the singing sky, 

Where shepherds watch in wonder 
White planets wheeling by. 


His trails are on the hillsides 
And down the dales and deeps; 

He walks the high horizons 
Where vesper silence sleeps. 


He haunts the lowly highways 
Where human hopes have trod 
The Via Dolorosa 
Up to the heart of God. 


He looms, a lonely figure, 
Along the fringe of night, 

As lonely as a cedar 
Against the lonely light. 


Judean bills are boly, 
Judean fields are fair, 

For one can find the footprints 
Of Jesus everywhere. 
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Scripture: Luke 1:30-33; Luke 2:7-14 
Text: “He shall reign .. . for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end,” Luke 1:33. 


appeared unto Mary, the mother of our Lord, fore- 
telling to her the birth of the Saviour of the world. 

How true these words have proved to be! Telling Mary 
of the Child she soon would bear, the angel said, “He 
shall reign ... for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end.” 

Thus the angel foretold the coming of the kingdom of 
the Lord upon earth. Perhaps it was not to be just what 
the Messianic hopes of the Jewish race had expected, but, 
nevertheless, the One to come would truly bring into ex- 
istence the long foretold kingdom. 

The nativity story is a familiar one. It is one that men 
tell anew each Christmas. It is the great story of the 
coming to earth of the King, the One whose birth was 
foretold by the angel Gabriel to 
Mary herself. The angel ‘told 
Mary of the One, who, in a few 
brief months, she would bring in- 
to the world. He told her how she had been chosen to be 
the mother of the Saviour of the world. 

Many would like to discount the story of the virgin 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. They say that it is not 
possible, and they ridicule the story. 

Perhaps it does seem that the story of the virgin 
birth is impossible. True, it is not according to the laws 
of nature as we know them. But the virgin birth is no 
more fantastic than are any of the miracles of our Lord. 
It is not according to the laws of nature for the dead 


be? HESE are the words of the angel Gabriel as he 
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to be brought back to life, for the blind to be made to 
see, or for the waters to obey the voice of man. But these 
things happened, for they were miracles of God, used 
to glorify the Son who was born of the Virgin Mary. 

It was through the virgin birth that Jesus became 
fully God, yet bearing the likeness and image of man. 
He was truly “fully God and fully man.” 

What does this phrase mean? It may seem a bit theo- 
logical, but it is very important to us. It simply means 
that as one Person, Jesus was both God and man. He 
was God’s own Son, and that in a very peculiar sense. 
He was God’s Son sent directly from heaven, born of 
the Virgin, and became truly God upon earth. “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father,” so He later said. 
No mere earthly Man was He but rather God upon earth. 

But, even so, Jesus was fully man. He bore the physi- 
cal image of man. He was born of flesh, the Child of 
Mary. He bore the likeness of other humans, the normal 
bodily functions of such being a part of His life, also. 
Yes, Jesus was fully man. 

So it was, then, that Jesus came to earth, born of Mary. 
The Scriptures tell us, “And she brought forth her first- 
born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger,” Luke 2:7. 

His was no ordinary birth, but its taking place in a 
stable would seem to indicate that He was a very ordinary 
person. One would not expect a King to be born in a 
stable. But Jesus’ birth was attended by angels, bespeak- 
ing the joy of heaven itself that this wondrous thing 
had come to pass. 

Out on the hillsides near Bethlehem, a group of shep- 
herds, tended their sheep. They had long heard the pro- 
phetic words of old of those who had foretold the coming 
of the Messiah, but they did not expect to witness such 
an event. 

Suddenly the angel appeared unto them and told the 
glad story of the birth in yonder city of Bethlehem of 
this long-awaited Messiah. The words of the angel have 
long been remembered: “Fear not,for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

Then the chorus of angels appeared unto the shepherds 
and sang the glad hymn of praise, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
So it was that the shepherds left their flocks and hastened 
to Bethlehem to see the King. 
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Meanwhile, three Oriental rulers had seen the star of 
Bethlehem and had understood its meaning. They, too, 
had looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and 
recognized the star as being a symbol of the great event. 
So, setting out by camelback, they journeyed to Bethle- 
hem. There they, too, found the Babe and presented their 
gifts to Him. These gifts were symbolic of their dedica- 
tion of self to Him. 

Mary, the mother, pondered all these things in her 
own heart. She did not understand all that had taken 
place. Yet, in her heart there must have burned a great 
hope. She realized that she must wait and one day, 
perhaps, she would live to see the fulfillment of some of 
her dreams. 

The King had come. He whom the angel Gabriel had 
said would reign for ever was born. Unrecognized by 
many, unwanted by others, yet welcomed by a few, the 
Babe had been born. So, the first Christmas had taken 
place. As had been prophesied of old, the Messiah had 
been born! 


Why was He called a King? What of 
this kingdom that was to be His? Centuries before 
His coming, the learned prophets of Israel had predicted 

the coming of a Messiah. Isaiah 
The Kingdom had said that He would be called 
Is Established “Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting Fa- 
ther, The Prince of Peace.” 

Micah had said that out of Bethlehem there would 
come One who would rule His people Israel. This great 
prophet even foretold the scene of the birth of this One. 
Indeed, the Old Testament, almost as a whole, seems to 
have looked forward to this glorious Messiah. 

Israel had hopeg for an earthly king. The people had 
been oppressed for several centuries by foreign armies. 
The dreams of the people were for one who would over- 
throw the oppressor. They longed for an earthly king, 
one whose reign would be even greater than that of 
David or Solomon. They wanted one who would rebel 
against the cruel rule of Rome and would succeed in re- 
establishing the Jewish state. 

The Messiah came, but He did not prove to be the sort 
of King the people thought they wanted. It could be said 
of Him only a few years later that “He came unto his 
own and his own received him not.” 

Thirty years passed. These were years in which Jesus 
prepared Himself for the work that was to be His. Con- 
scious of His mission, He carefully prepared and waited 
until the time came. These years He devoted to ordinary 
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labor as a carpenter, but all the while He was a duti- 
ful servant of God. 

When the time came for the fulfillment of His work, 
John the Baptist, sent of God to prepare the way for 
Christ, went out to preach of the coming of Christ. Hear 
him as he cries, “Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world!” Jesus went to John and 
was baptized of him. 


Then Jesus went out to establish His kingdom. First, 
He selected twelve men to be His helpers, or disciples as 
they became known. These twelve were to assist in the 
work and were to be responsible for carrying it on after 
Jesus went back to heaven. 


Jesus’ ministry was brief indeed. Just three short 
years and its end seemed at hand, but how these years 
were filled! The story of the ministry of Jesus is a story 
of His many miracles—the healing of the sick and the 
helping of those in distress. Many times it was said of 
Him that “He had compassion on people.” 

The Sermon on the Mount is outstanding among the 
many teachings of Jesus. Embodied in it are many of 
the principles of true Christian living. Time after time 
Jesus taught the people and preached sermon after ser- 
mon. 

Salvation comes to people through Jesus. Even in these 
years of His ministry, many were saved from their sins 
by Him. He even said that He had come “to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” His kingdom was established 
in the hearts of His followers. It was a spiritual kingdom, 
not the earthly reign that many had expected. 

This spiritual kingdom was not what the people wanted. 
They did not seem to care about such things. Instead, 
they were anxious about the material. An earthly reign 
was what they thought they wanted. 


When it became clear that Jesus thought in terms of 
a spiritual kingdom, these Jews were ready to turn against 
Him. They demanded His death and brought it about on 
Calvary. There He died, bearing on Himself the sins of 
the world. 

Yes, Jesus died on the cross, but He came forth alive 
from the tomb. Evil had failed! His kingdom had tri- 
umphed! It had been established. In the hearts of those 
who knew Him, indeed, His kingdom had come. It was 
established never to cease. 


How TRUE THE WORDS of the angel! 
“He shall reign . . . forever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end!” The history of the Church of the past 
and the glorious hope of the 
Church of the future amply 
prove the truth of the angel’s 
announcement. 

The history of the early Church was a story of per- 
secution. Many died as martyrs, and every effort was 
made by the Roman Government to stamp out the new 
faith, but the “blood of the martyrs became the seed 
of the Church,” as someone phrased it. Dying for Christ, 
the early Christians inspired others to live for Him. With 
the strengthening power of the Holy Ghost as their help, 
these early Christians were true to the test. 

For centuries grievous difficulties confronted those 
who dared to follow Christ; yet, faithful men and women 
carefully preserved for us the wonderful story of Chris- 
tendom. 

Eventually the Protestant Reformation came. Free- 
thinking men demanded the right of free worship. They 
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demanded the right to know Christ as a personal Saviour, 
not through the medium of some sacrament or priestly 
office. Protestantism spread rapidly, and it has now en- 
circled the globe. Men have heard the story of how the 
“just shall live by faith” and have yielded themselves in 
faith to the Christ. 

In more recent years, the full gospel of salvation and 
sanctification by faith and of the wonderful baptism of 
the Holy Ghost have been proclaimed by many Pentecos- 
tal bodies, among them our own beloved Church of God. 

Many times Jesus spoke of that day when He would re- 
turn to the earth. The New Testament beautifully tells 
us the hopeof the Church is to be for the return of Jesus, 
first to rapture the saints and then to set up a millennial 
reign on earth. In that day the kingdom will truly come 
in its fullness. 

For us today, Christianity is a personal gospel. It is, as 
it was in Christ’s own day, a message of salvation for 
the lost. Jesus still seeks and saves. Through the atoning 
death of Christ on Calvary, we can be saved from our 
sins. New life can be ours if we accept Christ in our 
own hearts. When the kingdom comes in our lives, then 
it will truly know no end. Death becomes but a change to 
life eternal—to the place prepared for us by the Master. 
Truly, “When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright 
shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s 
praise than when we first begun!” Surely, then, of His 
kingdom there shall be no end! 

“And she brought forth her firstborn son and laid 
him in a manger.” “He shall reign . . . for ever; and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” Have you found room 
in your heart for the king? His kingdom can come for 
YOU if you will only allow Him entrance into your life! 
Let Him in today. Then this will be indeed, a blessed 
Christmas season for you. 
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*« Many lovely customs are observed at Christmas time 
in different countries. One of the prettiest of these 
customs is thus described for us by a traveler in Sweden: 


“One wintry afternoon at Christmastide I had been 
skating on a pretty lake three miles from Gothenburg. 
On my way home, I noticed that at every farmer’s house 
there was erected, in the middle of the dooryard, a pole 
to the top of which was bound a large, full sheaf of grain. 


“‘Why is this ’ I asked my companion. 

“Oh, that’s for the birds,’ he answered; ‘for the little 
wild birds. They must have a merry Christmas, too, you 
know.’ 

“Yes, so it is; not a peasant in Sweden will sit down 
with his children to a Christmas dinner, indoors, till he 
has first raised aloft a Christmas dinner for the little 
birds that live in the cold and snow without.” 


* One Christmas Eve a lady, enjoying the beautiful sights, 
was walking in the city of Berlin. She stopped to look 
at the large window where was laid out the lowly 
stable in Bethlehem. Before the window stood two little 
girls, their faces beaming with pleasure while they talked 
to another little girl between them and around whom 
they had their arms. This dear child was quite blind, 
and to her poor sightless eyes, the pretty window told 
no story. But the loving little friends told the blind child 
of the crude stable, the hay, the cows, the sheep, the 
sweet mother beside the manger in which the Christchild 
was sleeping, the open door through which the wander- 
ing shepherds were coming, the bright star above which 
shed a soft, silvery light over all, and the wise men with 
rich gifts for the little sleeping Babe, who was the Son 
of God, our Saviour. The little blind girl listened till her 
face grew happy, and she clasped her hands together, 
saying again and again, “Ah! that is beautiful.” 

There are those who have blind hearts, instead of blind 
eyes, because they do not know the blessed story. 


The Pilgrims were very antagonistic to a Christmas 
celebration of any sort in the first days of American 
history. Their first point of objection was that the very 
word Christmas denoted its Catholic origin, meaning lit- 
erally “Christ’s mass”; another point of their objection 
was the festivities of the pagan countries that had be- 
come a pari of the Catholic Christmas celebration. For 
the early Pilgrims and also the Puritans, Thanksgiving 
Day was a purely Protestant day of festivities which 
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supplanted the earlier Catholic Christmas. Today, how- 
ever, Christmas is universally accepted by Protestants 
and Catholics alike, the spirit of it being dependent upon 
the spirit and sincerity of the individual. 


« Christmas is a Christian festival celebrated in memory 
of the birth of Jesus Christ. Originally we find the feast 
was celebrated by the Eastern Church as Epiphania, 
January 6, and by the Western Church as Natalis, De- 
cember 25. Although December 25 was in all probability 
not the actual date of Christ’s birth, its selection by the 
Western Church was by no means arbitrary. 

Precisely at this season of the year occurred a series 
of pagan festivals closely connected with the civil and 
social life of the Romans, and from the nature of their 
observance, easily capable of being spiritualized and made 
symbolic. This series culminated in the festival of the 
winter solstice, the birthday of the new sun about to re- 
turn once mcre toward the earth. In this feast the transi- 
tion to the Christian point of view easily presented it- 
self; hence, it came about that in the Christian cycle of 
holidays December 25 was set to celebrate the birthday 
of Jesus, the Son of the spiritual world, for the purpose 
of drawing away Christian people from heathen festivi- 
ties and of purifying eventually these heathen customs 
and ideas. 

In the fourth century, through the influence of Chry- 
sostom, it is believed that the Eastern Church transferred 
its celebration to the same date, and the day being thus 
uniformly accepted, Christmas became one of the three 
great annual festivals of the Church. 


Bringing in the yule log was one of the most joyous 
ceremonies of the old English Christmas Eve. As it was 
dragged through the woods, every wayfarer raised his 
hat, and as it crossed the threshold of the hall, carols of 
reeting rang out. It was taken to the large open hearth 
and burned merrily while the celebrants played games 
in the light and warmth of it. 

Another of our customs which make Christmas beau- 
tiful is the singing of songs which we call carols. Their 
name in France is noels; in Italy, pastorelles; and in 
Germany, Kristlieder. They began probably in the early 
Church, where nativity plays were given which told the 
story of Christ’s birth, and carols, or songs of joy, were 
sung. Later the carols were sung by groups who went 
about from house to house. Two of the best loved carols 
are “Silent Night, Holy Night” and “The First Noel”. 


¢ 
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E ARE NEARING Christmas time, and as we 
W/ do, we just naturally think of the birth of Jesus. 

The birth of a child is one of the most thrilling 
events. Cards of announcements are sent to ali sections 
of the country. We all receive them. Gifts of thoughtful- 
ness are sent. There is a reason. Not many persons can 
despise or reject a new child. That little small, cooing 
piece of humanity might one day be a thriving, inventive 
genius of untold power who will help to transform the 
thinking and actions of the world. For example, take the 
lives of Edison, Bell, Ford, Lincoln, and many more too 
numerous to mention. On the other hand, he may be a 
messenger of God whose message will help to save a per- 
son, city, or nation, from the wrath of almighty God. 
Look at what Jonah did for the city of Nineveh once he 
obeyed the voice of God. There are chances, also that 
the newborn might turn out to be a desperate criminal 
whose deeds would make us shiver. Too, he might be- 
come a dictator or revolutionist. 

Who among us can tell what is in the manger or cradle? 
Who among us know the potentialities of that lovely Bit 
of life? Let us first glance into the cradle of a few Bible 
men of renown: In the cradle 
of Cain, a murderer; in Noah’s 
cradle, the ark-builder and 
preacher; in Enoch’s cradle, the 
man who walked with God; in Moses’ cradle, the Christ- 
like man; in Samuel’s cradle, the upright judge; in Saul’s 
cradle, the king who lost everything; in Jonah’s cradle, 
the reluctant missionary; in Lot’s cradle, the worldly- 
minded believer; in John the Baptist’s cradle, the fore- 
runner of Christ; in Stephens’s cradle, the Spirit-filled 


Glance Into the 
Manger or Cradle 
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Isaiah 9:6a, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given.” Luke 2:7a, “And she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a@ manger.” 


business man; in Martha’s cradle, the sister of Lazarus; 
in Mary’s cradle, the mother of Jesus; in Joseph’s cradle, 
the husband of Mary; but, in the Bethlehem manger 
Jesus, the Saviour of the world! Hallelujah! 


A BABE IS BORN! A Babe is born! For 
four thousand years these words were uttered but 
never with the power and authority as they were this 
time. They were sent from the 
lips of the heavenly Father. The 
cry came from the little town of 
Bethlehem, not only from the little town, but also from 
a manger. What? Do you think that this could be poverty? 
Why, there was neither doctor nor nurse to attend this 
birth. Neither was there a waiting room filled with peo- 
ple to whom to announce the birth—just the mother and 
father. Is He just one of many millions of children born, 
or is He a particularly important young fellow? He was 
called the Son of a carpenter, and in those days, how 
poor could a man be? Yet, for over nineteen hundred 
years these very questions have been asked over and over 
in the minds of some people. They are being discussed. 
They were discussed in the days of the apostles to such 
an extent that division and unrest arose among the peo- 
ple. (John 7:43.) But, in that same chapter of John and 
in a few verses prior, John 7:17, we find that people who 
are willing can and will know the truth. Yes, the Babe 
was born. 

Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you 
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” Isaiah knew of a 
certainty about what he was 
talking, for we read the account 
given from the angel of the Lord, 
Gabriel, “Fear not Mary: for 
thou hast found favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt 
call his name Jesus. The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God,” Luke 1:30, 31, 35. To those 
of us who have witnessed the regenerating power of the 
name of Jesus, we can say that we also know that he 
was the Son of God, for we have joy unspeakable. 

The first part of my text is two-fold. It refers both to 
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humanity, “a child is born,” and to deity, “a son is given.” 
God the Son, the second person of the Trinity, had not 
always existed as a human be- 
ing, so of necessity a Child had 
to be born. He was born of the 
Virgin Mary so that we, through Him, might be saved. 
“A son is given” has a significant meaning to me. He 
was given so that I, through calling upon His name and 
with simple faith, could attain for myself “everlasting 
life.” (John 3:16.) Jesus was born to die. When He came 
into this world, He was wrapped in swaddling clothes, or 
graveclothes. So, He first wore that in which He was 
buried. This was meant to be. This was the sign given. 
The angel of the Lord said, “For unto you is born, this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger,” 
Luke 2:11, 12. He was given for our sins, and to make it 
apply to us, He went by way of the cross of Calvary and 
finished the plan of redemption. It was merely the grace 
of God, “For by grace are ye saved through faith,” Ephe- 
sians 2:8. Faith? Yes, faith in the Baby Jesus from the 
manger of Bethlehem. “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life,” John 3:36a. 

I must mention the last part of Isaiah 9:6, which is 
not part of my text. “And the government shall be upon 
his shoulder.” In this day in which we live, many peo- 
ple are getting away from the 
fact that government is part of 
the work of Christ He said He 
would build His Church, and within that Church, He 
put government, that part which helps to keep it func- 
tioning properly. Christ is soon coming back to this earth, 
and when He appears, He will inaugurate the peace that 
men are anxiously seeking today. With that peace, He 
will set up His government, along with his throne, in 
Jerusalem. 

Let us glance once more into the manger to see the 
Saviour, who will save our souls from sin. He is the Rock 
of Ages, the sure Foundation on which we must all build 
or be blown away. 

On that ever famous Christmas morning, over nine- 
teen hundred years ago, with possibly straw for a mat- 
tress in the Bethlehem manger, the eternal Son of God. 


The Son Is Given 


Government 


December 25, 1954 





Away in a Manger 
“Cradle Song” 


Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet 
head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He 
lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 


The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the 


sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 


Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 


Martin Luther, 1483-1546 
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GOD’S CALENDAR 
(Continued from page 3) 
Saviour has been born to all people. Jesus said that man 
would be rewarded according to his works. We are saved 
by faith in the crucified Christ, and we are rewarded ac- 
cording to our works for Him. 

When Christ was born, we are told that wise men from 
the East came to worship Him and to give Him gifts. We 
do not know how many were in the party that came to 
visit Jesus, neither do we know for sure from what coun- 
try or countries they came, but the important thing is 
that they came to Jesus and worshiped Him. As the wise 
men came from afar to worship Jesus and to give Him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, we are to come 
to Him believing that He is our Saviour. Although we may 
be unable to give costly gifts of the material things of 
this world, we can give Him a gift that will please Him 
far more—our life, love, and obedience. We can give Him 
a life of service. He says, “Come unto me all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 
Thank God for the rest that we have in Christ. 

In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son. This is 
good news of joy unspeakable. Also, we have the promise 
that Jesus will come again. Jesus Himself said in John 
14:3 that He would come again. As Jesus ascended back 
to the Father from the Mount called Olivet, two men 
stood by in white apparel and said, “Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

In due time the God of heaven will raise up a kingdom 
with Jesus Christ at the head of all government, and we, 
as children of God, will reign with Him. All the good 
promises in God’s Word are for the overcomers; so let us 
continue in the service of the Master until we hear Him 
we rejoice in our blessings, let us do all we can in every 
way to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 





GOD’S GIFT 
(Continued from page 9) 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” 

Where sin reigns and carnality is upon the throne, 
there is no true Christmas spirit. Let there be no mistak- 
ing that the true Christmas is no mere civic or carnal 
feast or reveling, which finds its counterpart in the pa- 
gan feasts of “Bacchus,” whose feasts were celebrated by 
men and women giving over to a frantic spirit of exces- 
sive dancing, drunkenness, debauchery, and all that the 
most abandoned licentiousness could conceive of gross 
and abominable acts. And this an entire people, reputed 
the wisest of all Greece, not only suffered, but admired 
and practiced. For Plato, speaking of the bacchanals, says 
in direct terms that he had seen the whole city of Athens 
drunk at once. All this was committed in the sacred name 
of Divinity. 

Is this the season for reveling and drunkenness? An oc- 
casion for excessive merriment, dancing, and jesting? The 
foolish man said in his heart, “let us drink and be mer- 
ry.” This philosophy enshrines the very genius of wicked- 
ness and is a fitting slogan of our times. 

Unholy, ungrateful are the persons who give themselves 
to drink and the gratification of the lust of the flesh aft- 
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er our sons and daughters have bled and perished on 
far-flung battlefields for “peace on earth, good will to 
men.” Let us consider the soliloquy of the soldier as ex- 
pressed so aptly by one of our press correspondents. 
“There was a Christmas in Korea, although it was all 
over before the twenty-fifth of December, 1950. It was a 
cold Christmas, but Americans can be more thankful for 
it than for all their parties and presents. It took place in 
the valley of the shadow of death, through which ma- 
rines and soldiers fought their way from the Changjin 
Reservoir to a haven on the Japan Sea. This is the story 
of the incredibly gallant marines, who fought fantastic 
odds but brought out their equipment, their wounded, and 
their dead. This is what it was like for those who sur- 
vived unhurt, for those who were wounded and pulled 
through, and for those whose Christmas is now forever.” 

A grim picture painted upon so dark a cloud, surround- 
ed by the tragedy and destruction of our times, is a grim 
reminder to the Church of the need of consecration and 
prayer by lifting up holy hands with a clean heart, “look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
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What 
Meaneth 
Christmas ? 


By H. L. Motsinger 





C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S 


C is for CHILD, the baby King, 

H is for HOPE when glad bells ring; 
R is for ROSE, the Sharon bloom, . 
I is for INN, they said: “No room”; 
S is for SEAL so firm and sure, 

T is for TRUTH that is secure; 

M is for MEN that Jesus save, 

A is for ALL, and life He gave; 

S is for SON, God’s only one— 


Who leads to HEAVEN when life here is run. 


C for CHILD. Isaiah the great prophet, 742 B.C., re- 
cords: “For unte us a CHILD is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulders: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace,” Isaiuh 9:6. He is truly the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 


H is for HOPE. When the glory bells ring in your soul, 
you can truly say as Paul said in Colossians 1:27b, “Christ 
in you, the HOPE of glory.” 


R for ROSE. The joyful flourishing of Christ’s kingdom 
will make even the desert rejoice and blossom as a ROSE. 
Hence, Isaiah 35:1, 2 relates that the desert will blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with singing. Yes, Jesus is the 
ROSE of SHARON, the bright and morning Star and 
the Lily of the valley. 


I for INN. in Luke 2:7 we read: “And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the INN.” 

May Jesus help us today so that we may always have 
a place for Him in our hearts and lives and will not say, 
“NO ROOM IN THE INN.” 


S is for SEAL. Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:19: 
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, hav- 
ing this SEAL, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” 
Thank God for a seal that can’t be broken. 


T for TRUTH. Jesus said: “I am the way, the TRUTH 
and the life.” 

Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:15 that the church 
of the living God was the pillar and ground of TRUTH. 

Aren’t you glad that this holy King is the true chief 
Cornerstone and the Foundation that will last forever? 


M for MEN. In Luke 5:2 Jesus said to the fisher-dis- 
ciples: “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 
MEN.” 

When we forsake the world and follow Jesus, we can 
catch MEN. May we throw out the lifeline and help res- 
cue the perishing. Jesus saves by His blood. 


A for ALL. Christ has assured us hope of immortal 
glory. “HE DIED FOR ALL,” Paul states in 2 Corinthians 
§:15. 


S for SON. The golden text of the Bible, John 3:16, 
concludes our poetic prose message. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten SON, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 





ae Aw & 
Whe When 7 


By B. Y. Williams 


Re ee a ee _ 


Who were the Wise Men in the long ago? 

Not Herod, fearful lest he lose his throne; 
Not Pharisees too proud to claim their own; 
Not priests and scribes whose province was to know; 

Not money-changers running to and fro; 

But three who traveled, weary and alone, 

With dauntless faith, because before them shone 
The Star that led them to a manger low. 


Who are the Wise Men now, when all is told? 
Not men of science; not the great and strong; 
Not those who wear a kingly diadem; 

Not those whose eager hands pile high the gold; 
But those amid the tumult and the throng 
Who follow still the Star of Bethlehem. 
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